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TO 


THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITTLESEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  twentieth  Annual 
Report  for  the  Urban  District  covering  the  year  1973* 

The  year  has  been  overshadowed  by  impending 
Re-Organisation  of  Local  Government.  Efforts  to  provide 
improvements  and  plans  for  the  future  suffered  a  decline. 

When  the  new  authority  began  making  staff  appointments  work 
output  fell  sharply,  the  strain  on  existing  staff  and  their 
families  was  most  marked,  even  to  the  extent  of  the  need  for 
medical  treatment. 

Legislation  brought  about  re-organisation  which  opens 
up  exciting  prospects  of  brave  ?aew  worlds,  modern  tequniques, 
efficiencies  and  economies,  but  legislation  cannot  change  the 
attitude  of  mind  of  the  human  element  which  is  traditionally 
resistant  to  change.  Re-organisation  can  only  be  as  good, 
or,  it  must  be  noted,  as  bad  as  the  humans  involved. 

It  should  be  recorded  that  during  the  past  twenty 
years  I  have  known  the  Members  of  the  Whittlesey  Urban 
District  Council,  they  have  been  motivated  by  a  spirit  of 
service  and  a  desire  to  do  their  best  for  the  people.  They 
have  approached  their  tasks  without  rigid  preconceived  ideas 
and  dealt  fairly  with  the  public  and  the  staff. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  serve  the  Council  for 
this  period.  Whilst  we  have  not  had  the  benefits  of 
Re-organisation  we  had  more  valuable  assets,  namely,  mutual 
trust  and  respect,  for  which  I  sincerely  thank  them. 

These  foregoing  remarks  equally  apply  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  have 
given  me  their  continued  co-operation. 

I  have  to  thank  my  Deputy,  Mr . J. B. Stocks ,  for  the 
work  he  did  in  the  past  seven  and  a  half  years  and  to  w ish 
him  well  in  his  new  appointment.  The  cheerful  and  competent 
manner  in  which  the  part-time  Clerk,  Mrs.  E.  Tyers ,  has  run 
the  department  for  the  past  twenty  years  has  been  of  great 
assistance,  not  only  to  the  Council  and  myself,  but  to  the 
public.  I  would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  her 
work  and  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  new  District 
does  not  seem  prepared  to  keep  valuable  staff  such  as  Mrs. 
Tyers  in  posts  where  they^have  proven  service. 

I  am,  Ladies  &  gentlemen, 

p* 

Your  obedient  servant, 


D.  A.  BAMFORD 


Surveyor  &  Public  Health  Inspector 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30275064 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  continues  to  supply 
water  to  a  high  standard  to  the  district,  details  listed 
below: - 

(a)  Quantity  of  Water  Supplied 

(i)  Total  during  the  year 

This  was  an  increase 
of  18,463,000  gallons 
10.1%  over  1972. 

(ii)  Average  daily  consumption 

(iii)  Per  capita  consumption 

(b)  Mains  Laid 

Details  of  mains  laid  in  the  Urban  District  during  the 
year  are  shown  in  the  following  table 


LOCATION 

Length  Laid  (Yards) 

2" 

3" 

4" 

6" 

Total 

1 

Bassenhally  Estate 

982 

830 

1,043 

2,855 

Bellmans  Road  Site 

477 

4  77 

Northgate  Site 

64 

64 

Glassmoor  Bank  relay 

1,570 

1,570 

Totals 

64 

982 

2,877 

1,043 

4,966 

( c )  Water  Quality 

All  the  water  supplied  to  the  Urban  District  originated 
from  the  source  works  at  Wilsthorpe,  Tallington  and  Etton. 

Regular  weekly  samples  of  raw  and  treated  water  from 
each  source  of  supply  and  from  points  within  the 
distribution  system  were  taken  throughout  the  year  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough.  Apart  from 
occasional  problems  with  bacteriological  pollution  of  the 
raw  water  at  the  Wilsthorpe  source,  the  results  of  all 
these  examinations  were  satisfactory.  All  samples  of 
chlorinated  water  put  into  supply  were  of  a  satisfactory 
quality. 


201, 331 ? 000  gallons 


352,000  gallons 
52.2  gallons /head/day 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Domestic  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  by  direct 
labour  with,  two  vehicles.  The  vehicle  collecting  the 
town  area  holds  35  cu.yds.  of  refuse  and  that  collecting 
the  outside  area  holds  25  cu  yds.,  both  using  compressors. 

The  bonus  scheme  has  resulted  in  more  wages  for  a 
reduced  number  of  collectors  and  a  better  degree  of 
efficiency  under  normal  conditions.  It  has,  however,  given 
rise  to  staffing  problems  in  times  of  illness  and  holidays. 
Similar  problems  arise  if  either  of  the  vehicles  are  out 
of  commission  due  to  breakdown.  The  increased  staff  and 
larger  number  of  vehicles  in  the  new  district  should 
overcome  these  difficulties.  The  shortage  of  trained 
Heavy  Goods  Vehicle  Drivers  will  still  remain.  Every 
encouragement  has  been  given  to  train  drivers,  but  suitable 
applicants  have  not  been  forthcoming. 

The  drivers  carry  out  routine  servicing  and  washing 
of  the  vehicles.  Repairs  are  carried  out  by  local  garages 
or  the  vehicle  manufacturers.  The  Plating  and  Testing 
Regulations  have  given  rise  to  very  expensive  preparation 
and  improvement  costs. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


All  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  semi-controlled 
tipping  in  a  disused  gravel  workings  at  New  Road.  The  tip 
is  unfenced  so  that  anyone  can  dispose  of  rubbish  at  any 
time  free  of  charge  in  an  attempt  to  dissuade  indescriminate 
disposal  in  hedgerows  and  ditches.  Derelict  motor  vehicles 
are  also  accepted  on  the  same  policy.  Levelling  and  covering 
is  carried  out  by  a  local  firm. 

The  Contractor  who  took  away  the  vehicles  ceased  to 
operate  during  the  year.  This  has  caused  a  major  accumulation 
with  an  attendant  hazard  to  children  who  will  play  in  the 
vehicles.  Attempts  were  made  to  find  another  Contractor. 

The  tip  area  is  designated  as  Public  Open  Space  in 
the  Town  Map.  It  was  the  Council's  intention  to  leave  an 
area  of  half  an  acre  in  which  there  is  a  pond,  trees,  scrub 
and  a  variety  of  wild  orchid  and  a  further  half  an  acre  of 
pond  which  is  being  used  by  a  local  school  for  a  reclamation 
programme.  The  remainder,  when  tipping  is  completed,  to  be 
landscaped.  To  this  end  the  Council  are  negotiating  to 
retain  ownership  of  the  land  in  the  new  District  Council 
rather  than  the  new  County  Council. 

On  re-organisation  the  County  Council  becomes 
responsible  for  the  disposal  of  refuse.  This  should  present 
a  good  opportunity  to  consider  implementing  salvage  of  many 
materials,  particularly  paper  and  metals,  which  will  help 
the  economy  by  reducing  imports.  Hitherto  such  salvage  has 
not  been  economic  for  small  populations. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  Council  have  in  the  past  been  far  sighted  in 
preparing  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  and  the  disposal 
works  in  advance  of  requirements.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
the  current  Contract  was  delayed  by  restrictions  on  Capital 
Works  Programmes  some  years  ago. 

The  Contract  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  in  May,  19 74, 
but  this  does  not  appear  to  be  practicable.  Because  the 
effluent  from  the  Sewage  Works  has  been  marginally 
unsatisfactory  in  respect  of  suspended  solids  the  River 
Authority  have  had  to  look  closely  at  proposed  large  scale 
housing  developments.  Speedy  completion  of  the  Contract  is 
most  necessary.  In  order  to  improve  the  effluent  the 
Consultants  commissioned  a  new  filter  bed  in  advance  of  the 
programme,  but  this  will  take  some  time  to  become  efficient 
and  improve  the  results. 

The  sewerage  system,  although  comparatively  new,  is 
badly  affected  by  infiltration,  from  inspections  it  has  been 
found  that  infiltration  is  occurring  not  only  in  sewers,  but 
in  the  drains.  Without  a  full  scale  survey  it  is  difficult 
to  decide  whether  it  is  practicable  to  make  good  the  defects 
or  whether  it  would  be  better  to  cater  for  the  increased 
f lows . 


Undoubtedly  it  is  now  time  to  put  into  motion 
extensions  to  the  Sewage  Works  to  treat  higher  flows  arising 
from  future  development  and  increased  use  of  water  in  the  home. 


NIGHTSOIL  COLLECTION 


The  Council  employs  a  Contractor  to  empty  pails, 
vaults  and  cesspools  at  properties  which  cannot  be 
connected  to  the  sewer.  The  Contractor  empties  pail 
closets  three  times  in  every  fortnight  and  septic  tanks 
and  cesspools  are  emptied  free  on  request  twice  a  year. 

The  conversion  of  properties  from  pail  closets 
and  septic  tanks  with  the  aid  of  improvement  grants 
continues  satisfactorily. 
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OFFICES ,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 


Pressure  of  other  work  has  resulted  in  fewer 
visits  being  made  to  existing  premises  but  the  standards 
are  improving.  The  legislation  is  now  well  known  and 
newly  registered  premises  are  providing  facilities  as  a 
matter  of  course. 


PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS 


As  reported  last  year  a  check  was  made  of  the 
condition  of  old  installations  in  the  area.  Most  of 
them  were  tested  and  the  failure  rate  was  1  in  4. 

Those  that  failed  were  made  good.  Only  two  installations 
have  yet  to  be  tested. 


DISINFESTATION  AND  DISINFECTION 


Rodent  control  work  is  carried  out  by  Contract. 
The  Contractor  gives  good  service  and  attends  to 
complaints  very  quickly. 


CARAVANS 


There  are  two  permanent  residential  caravan  sites 
in  the  area,  both  are  licensed  and  are  in  the  process  of 
being  improved. 

The  individual  sites  are  being  restricted  by  the 
policies  of  the  County  Planning  Committee  and  consist 
mainly  of  providing  accommodation  on  farms  for  farmworkers 
or  temporary  accommodation  on  building  sites  whilst  a 
dwelling  is  completed. 
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INSPECTIONS 


The  following  table  summarises  the  inspections  made 
in  1973 


Inspections 

Informal 

Notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Cesspool,  pail  and  vault  work 

65 

6 

— 

Drainage 

67 

2 

— 

Factories,  Workshops  and 

Bakehouses 

Slaughterhouses  and 

15 

Butchers  shops 

109 

— 

— 

Food  Shops 

105 

2 

— 

Restaurants 

12 

— 

— 

Verminous  &  Filthy  Premises 

2 

1 

— 

Housing 

684 

11 

— 

Nuisances 

61 

6 

— 

Caravan  Sites 

Refuse  Collection  and 

53 

— 

Disposal 

26 

5 

— 

ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  RATS  AND  MICE 

Properties  other  than  sewers  Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 


1.  Number  of  properties  in 


district  4-559 

2  (a)  Total  number  of 

properties  (including 
nearby  premises) 

inspected  following  100 

notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats  78 

(ii)  Mice  24 


3.  (a)  Total  number  of 

properties  inspected  for 

rats  and/or  mice  for 

reasons  other  than 

notification  1197 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats  24 

(ii)  Mice 


362 


1 

1 

Nil 


68 

5 


No  sewers  were  infested  by  rats  during  the  year. 
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HOUSING 


The  intermingling  of  differing  types  of  old  and  new 
dwellings  in  the  town  and  lack  of  rows  of  terrace 
housing  of  poor  condition,  does  not  allow  the  use  of 
Clearance  Area  techniques.  Many  owners  have  taken 
advantage  of  Improvement  Grants  to  bring  their  properties 
up  to  a  good  standard. 

Inspections  to  find  individually  unfit  dwellings  and 
prospective  General  Improvement  Areas  are  now  desirable. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  1975 

By  Local  Authority  Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  120 

50  applications  were  made  for  Improvement  Grants 
and  50  were  approved.  15  applications  for  Standard 
Grants  were  received,  15  were  approved  and  received 
grants . 

6  Notices  of  Time  and  Place  to  consider  the  condition 
of  6  dwellings  were  served  in  the  year  and  the  following 
action  was  taken 

Demolition  Orders  1 

Closing  Orders  4 

Closing  Order  to 

Demolition  Order  1 


HOUSING  ACT,  1969,  PART  Ill  RENTS 


Pour  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates 
were  received  during  the  year.  Eive  Provisional 
Certificates  and  Eight  Qualification  Certificates  were 
issued  and  none  refused. 

Landlords  of  rented  property  appear  to  be  making 
use  of  the  Qualification  Certificate  procedure  for 
bringing  up  to  standard  and  also  for  the  registration 
of  Fair  Rents  on  a  property  which  meets  the  required 
standard. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  194-8 
Inspections  made  (under  the  Factories  Act)  for  1970 


Premises 

No .  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 
and  6  are  to  be  2 

enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

- 

— 

Factories  in 
which  Section 

7  is  enforced 

52 

15 

— 

— 

Other  Premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

54 

17 

— 

— 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Particulars  Found 

Number  of  Cases  in 
which  Defects  were  found 
Remedied  Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
Prosecutions 
were  Instituted 

Want  of 
Cleanliness 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

V 

Closet 

Unsuitable 
or  Defective 

1 

_  — 

1 

— 

TOTAL 

1 

—  — 

1 

— 

OUTWORK  SECTIONS 

110  &  111 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD 


ICE-CREAM 


There  are  48  premises  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice-cream;  all  the  ice-cream  being  pre-packed. 
The  only  loose  ice-cream  sold  in  the  area  is  sold 
from  vehicles. 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturing  premises 
in  the  area. 


CONDEMNED  FOOD 


Eleven  certificates  were  issued  covering  211 
items  of  foodstuffs  which  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  shopkeepers.  Once  more  the  incidence 
of  refrigerator  failure  is  still  high  and  the 
majority  of  the  items  fall  within  this  category. 


FOOD  PREPARATION 


Premises  registered  for  the  making  up  of  food  11 
Fish  Friers  3 
Bakehouses  3 
Cafes  3 
Other  food  shops  39 
Public  Houses  27 


The  general  standard  of  food  premises  and  food 
handling  can  be  described  as  average.  The  ’’supermarket M 
type  of  premises  has  the  advantage  of  being  newly  built 
or  converted  with  good  finishes  and  facilities,  many  of 
the  older  premises  require  structural  work  to  'provide 
these  finishes  and  facilities.  Both  types  of  premises 
rely  on  food  handling  being  carried  out  with  care  and 
knowledge,  there  is  scope  for  managerial  and  staff 
education  in  all  aspects. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Pigs 

2  hearts,  lungs,  liver  pleurisy  and  pneumonia 

3  parts  livers  necrosis 


1? t  lbs. 
71  lbs. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


There  is  one  modern  privately  owned  licensed 
slaughterhouse  in  the  area.  It  is  well  maintained 
and  is  capable  of  handling  a  much  larger  throughput 
than  is  being  'dealt  with  at  present. 


Number  of  animals  killed 


Cattle 
(exclud¬ 
ing  cows) 


Cows 


Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

and 

Lambs 


26 


4 


142  193 


Horses 

> 


All  animals  killed  in  the  slaughterhouse  are  inspected. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle  Cows  Calves 
(excluding 
Cow&l) 


Sheep  Pigs  Horses 
and 
Lambs 


All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  -  -  -  - 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemend  -  -  5 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or 

cysticerci  -  -  -  -  2.56 


Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 


Cyst ere erco sis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemhed 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 
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